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Cryptic Golf | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon

The grid represents a nine-hole golf
course, and each answer represents
a shot that travels in a straight line
up, down, sideways, or diagonally,
one letter per square. By starting at
the tee in the upper left corner,
solvers can reach the first hole
(marked 1) in four such shots. Each
new shot begins in the square
where the last one ended. The first
hole (1) is thus the tee-off square
for the sequence of shots
approaching 2, and so on. The nine
numbered squares should not be
touched by any shots other than
those that end holes and tee off
toward new ones. Avoid shooting
into trees. And remember that each
sequence of clues is numbered for
the hole toward which it is
proceeding.

Clues
1a Winning a championship
with birdie in Britain? (7)
b Sorts of rolling greens (6)
¢ Shot taker’s mark (6)

d Shot necessary to sink a
putt (5)

2a Giant sounds get closer (7)

b Scientist running after
salamander (6)

¢ Los Angeles writer viewed
backward land of Asia (5)

d Some dialogue gives a false
impression about clown’s
behind (5)

3a Hazard on the links also
found in part of a golfer’s
bag (4,4)
b Here’s something you don’t
have to pay for (7)
¢ Report shot maker of
legendary prowess (4)
d Lieutenant is around while
at theend (4)
4a Dried leaves make a
whistling sound that's
annoying (7)
b QOil country makes itself
heard (6)
¢ Noble to finally be ring
holder (7)
d Pass acentin a careless
way (5)
5a Rush to Republican split (7)
b Moors carrying last of their
flags (5)
¢ Strange new portrait
painter of the US. (7)
d Byline of many a folk song
in Sinatra discography (4)
6a Reptiles with wings playing
amid trails (7)
b Light street garb (6)

¢ Join with middle, behind the
vanguard (5)
d Dodge truck commercial, an
annual observance (7)
e Lion’s place back in
mountain ranges (6)
7a A selfish desire conferred a
pleasing feeling (6)
b Pushy moralizer executed
by a court (6)
¢ Waste of time, and reckless
©)
8a Jabber is what we'll have
when Winfrey quits
returning? (7)
b Center of attention bothers
some studs (5)
¢ Didn't | tell you? The
beginning of December was
boiling (7)
d Oxford fellows just passing
by school (4)
9a Brisk opening of securities
trading center (5)
b Scrambled to ark,
admitting one threesome
6
¢ Crook in Africa considering
the odds (3)

d Mediterranean island
housing a forge (6)

» Get the solution to this week’s Journal Saturday Puzzle in next
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Get pointers on solving clues and
discuss this puzzle online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.




