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Terrible Twosomes | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon
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Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next 
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics 
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

Following one theme in this puzzle, 
seven clue answers undergo a 
change as they become grid 
entries. Following a second theme, 
another seven answers undergo a 
different change. Most of these 
altered grid entries aren’t real 
words. But what are the themes? 
An additional eight Across clues 
and twelve Down clues each 
contain a letter superfluous to the 
solution, and those letters spell out 
two things we hope not to be.

Across
	 1	 Still one university in part 

of the U.S. (6)
	 6	 Beats first two of three 

arbiters (6)
	 11	 Covered walkways in D.C. 

areas given a stair (7)
	12	 Old Chevy driver in reverse 

(4)
	14	 Check your figures 

concerning a dad (5)
	15	 Find out about my pirate 

sidekick (4)
	16	 Sleepiest bum jabbers? (8)
	17	 “Wagon Wheel” penned by 

male poet (9)
	18	 Dorothy’s aunt and father, 

with your understanding 
(7)

	20	 Young follower of mob’s 
leader involved in dope (6)

	23	 The night before Old Nick 
was drawn (6)

	27	 Homer, for one, drinks 
continuously around a.m. 
(7)

	30	 Cowboys playing a Cubs 
rook (9)

	31	 Bare, slippery swimmer 
gets inside lock (8)

	33	 Trace England’s first 
ancient letter (4)

	34	 Projectors mistakenly 
displayed butt cheek (9)

	35	 Dine right by crew member 
(4)

	36	 Small vessel tossed evil net 
(7)

	37	 Parody of South American 
flag (6)

	38	 Punk rockers bug space 
hero (4,6)

Down
	 1	 Is Britain’s leader in open 

flying saucer? (7)
	 2	 Dreamer’s initials 

otherwise succeeding at 
shock (6)

	 3	 Lots of land are caged off 
(7)

	 4	 Careful about toe getting 
wet (6)

	 5	 Writer caught in act where 
people take dives (4,3)

	 7	 Salvage last of food in 
street of Paris (4)

	 8	 Kind of link in returning 
assistance (5)

	 9	 Moat outside is rather 
damp (5)

	10	 Imprudent fool in second 
year (5)

	13	 Married after pair of voices 
said “I do” (5)

	14	 Color certainly changes to  
a new shade (6)

	19	 Fertilizer stash behind post 
office (6)

	20	 Fuller bum stricken ill (11)
	21	 Altered role, but worry  

(7)
	22	 Cute baskets made to be 

adjustable car features 
(6,5)

	24	 Six attend carrying 
resistance sign (5)

	25	 Ashtray with headless fish 
(6)

	26	 First of subjects 
hypnotized in part (6)

	27	 Cask burst, breaking chain 
(9)

	28	 Girl’s name on a gem 
flipped (5)

	29	 Marker of a dish for 
cultivating some ripe tripe 
(5)

	32	 Conflicted king of the 
French art (4)


