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Shooting Hoops | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox &Henry Rathvon
You are invited to take shots at the
hoop (shaded central circle) from
various spots on the perimeter
(indicated by the basketballs). If a
“Shot” word is five letters long, it
will use a space in each ring but
fall short of the center hoop; if it is
six letters long, its last letter will
drop into the hoop. The 10 basket-
scoring letters, clockwise from the
top of the hoop, will spell a self-
identifying phrase. To make the
game interesting, the 20 shots are
clued randomly. Locate them with
the aid of the Ring words, which
go clockwise without interruption,
starting in the lettered spaces (a-e).
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Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next
Saturday’s Wall Street Journal. Solve crosswords and acrostics
online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the
puzzles online atWSJ.com/Puzzles.

Shots
1 Brief run, as of luck, for
shot takers

2 Hoop, and place to practice
shooting, in shade

3 Rant, losing one’s business
4 Victorian describing a king
from “The Iliad”

5 Burning up Interstate with
speed

6 Detected the odor of fish
7 Great hero, catching a pop
8 Ongoing story with
breakfast recited

9 Sample nuts in trees
10 Caribbean capital came up

with gold
11 Lost at sea, notice gulf

12 Good kind of column having
artificial parts

13 Coffee order, second of
two, left unfinished

14 Research essay covering a
mating game

15 Mindful of a bit of
merchandise

16 Zen enlightenment—or it’s
a fake?

17 Beg for play’s first starring
role

18 Imperial beer variety
brought back

19 In some motels, act badly
20 Amid moonshine, study

mammal type
Rings
a Reverend Spooner’s tavern

mixed right (9)
Small tub maker’s tool for
serving ice cream (7)

Shooter’s primary desires? (7)
Source of mischief, sad to say,
in Chevy models (7)

b Swipe almost perfect cut of
meat (7)

Atmospheric conditions, if
audited (7)

Tenant voiced gossip (6)

19th-century novel back in
mainstreammedia (4)

Completely enthralled by
lousy song (6)

c Manse for Senate aide
containing bad lighting?
(9)

Note to self about a rest (9)
Gas short for Colchis-bound
ship (4)

Tax covering a gadfly’s art on
a wall (8)

d Makes punk eat greens (9)
Paint handle inside train on
raised tracks (6)

Cheesy list, not cheesy town
(7)

Started keeping upper floor
like a garden trellis (8)

e Yachting gear available to
buyers, we hear (8)

Mediterranean island
contributing to steel bands
(4)

Feds infiltrating established
division (7)

One walking drunkenly, we
state (6)

Golf club with slight
advantage (5)


