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Three Out of Four | a cryptic puzzle by Emily Cox & Henry Rathvon
Clues are listed in sets of four whose answers share 
the same number in the grid. (In squares with two 
numbers, the top number is for an Across and the 
bottom number is for a Down.) Clues for each set are 
not in order, so you’ll have to use logic to figure out 
exactly where their answers belong. At first it may 
appear that only three out of four clues are given in 
any set—but each clue contains one superfluous word, 
and in every set those three words, taken in order, 
provide the clue for that set’s fourth answer. Hey, 
three out of four ain’t bad. (Thanks to Bob Stigger for 
this puzzle idea.)

s

Get the solutions to this week’s Journal Weekend Puzzles in next Saturday’s Wall Street Journal.  
Solve crosswords and acrostics online, get pointers on solving cryptic puzzles and discuss all of the 
puzzles online at WSJ.com/Puzzles.

Clues
	1	 •	Pick Rhode Island hub with secret form of 

power (11)
		  •	Nuclear device upset a Mass. family mother 

(4,7)
		  •	Change fate and run frigates at sea (11)
		  •	_________________________________ (11)
	2	 •	Fix mistakes misplaced at rear (6)
		  •	Monetary gain for warped fortuneteller, 

according to hearsay (6)
		  •	New rapier gear up in a Bohemian city (6)
		  •	_________________________________ (6)
	3	 •	Draw theater’s last row number (4)
		  •	Small band’s spoken piece of patriotism (4)
		  •	 Fight scheduled for fifty (4)
		  •	_________________________________ (4)

	4	 •	Mixologist’s skill in love spree (9)
		  •	Commercial prie-dieus restyled for a 

dramatic Greek (9)
		  •	A sort of interpreter translated  “Pale 

Rider” speech (3,6)
		  •	_________________________________ (9)
	5	 •	ID Sting’s “Dance with Me” (3,4)
		  •	Guard bears in travels from Belgrade (7)
		  •	Reversed movie sign French nobleman read 

aloud (7)
		  •	_________________________________ (4,3)
	6	 •	Rider Santa pronounced boring (6)
		  •	Rocky field is rare for a saw-toothed ridge 

(6)
		  •	Study feeble New Testament elegy (6)
		  •	_________________________________ (6)
	7	 •	Goddess of peace checks some dire 

necessities (5)
		  •	Ships’ attack captures passing fleet (5)
		  •	Pioneer in games bows, whirling riata (5)
		  •	_________________________________ (5)
	8	 •	Second head of military operations cleans 

up (4)
		  •	Dad’s crazy idea contributes (4)
		  •	Something on a car flag changed (4)
		  •	_________________________________ (4)
	9	 •	Offer light beer, taking in soldier (5)
		  •	The King is free from tunnel vision (5)
		  •	Periodical, or good verse article (5)
		  •	_________________________________ (5)


